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To Whom It May Concern in the Legislative Assembly

Thank you for the opportunity to make a comment on the Proposal to
introduce to law the mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse information
disclosed in Confession (the Sacrament of Reconciliation).
 
The Royal Commission’s Recommendation 16:26 made recommendations
that clarifications be sort from the hierarchy of the universal Catholic Church
in Rome on questions related to the Sacrament of Confession. I beg the
Government to complete this process in full before setting out to use the law
to intervene in people’s practice of religion.
 
I believe that at this stage there has not been full and adequate consultation
with the Catholic Church authorities. I believe that for any law change to be
meaningful for those most effected it needs to be achieved with great care. 
Otherwise, you risk inadvertently making matters worse for the victims. I
believe Victims of Child Sex Abuse organisations should also be very fully
consulted to find out what would have helped them to come forward later or
how they could have been most helped at the time of the abuse?
 
The Catholic Church has put many processes in place to assist with the
reporting of child sexual abuse and to make it easier for victims or those
who wish to report to come forward in a safe way.
 
One person I know of chose to talk to a Priest in Reconciliation (Confession)
after many years simply because they knew they were safe to do so. Many
years of shame, silence and fear were made less by being able to share. 
When there was no loss of confidentiality and after encouragement from the
Priest the person was able to take the next step and share with their
Doctor.  These sharings were only possible because the victim choose to
share, the timing was in their control. They were not afraid that the
authorities would take over and out of a need “to do the right thing” they
would be abused again by the shame and fear of it being made known to all
before they were ready to take this step.
 
To sum up to take away the only completely confidential place a victim can
go when they are ready. This action you are proposing may, in fact, be
counterproductive to the reporting of abuse. Victims of sexual abuse are
usually told things like ‘this is our secret’. It may take years before they feel
safe to reveal it to anyone.
Please do not make the Government’s need to do something the wrong
thing.
 
I am a Catholic and appalled by the acts of sexual abuse perpetrated on
innocent children and young people but I believe that it does not excuse the
Government to act in an uninformed and unwise way to combat this grave
matter. Acting without due and full consultation may, in fact, make matters
much worse for the victims the ones you intend to assist.  If the Government
are thinking that child sex abusers are lining up to confess their sins on a
Saturday afternoon I think the numbers of abusers who believe that they are
committing a sin would be very minimal and even less would feel lead to
confess this this as sin.



 
Mandatory reporting places all Catholic and Orthodox priests in a dilemma
and infringes on the free practice of religion.
The Amendment Bill requires the bishops and priests to violate the law of the
universal Church, causing them to be automatically dismissed from their
office according to Church law. This places an unacceptably high cost on all
bishops and priests in Western Australia and in turn infringes on the free
practice of religion in our state.  I do not think this is your intention but
please consider this consequence should you proceed without due
consideration or consultation.
 
You are in my prayers as you deliberate.




